
A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s 
children,
but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous.
(Proverbs 13:22)

The plans of the diligent lead to profit
as surely as haste leads to poverty.
(Proverbs 21:5)

A generous man will himself be blessed,
for he shares his food with the poor.
(Proverbs 22:9)

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS
(Matthew 25:14–30)

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called 
his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he 
gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to 
another one talent, each according to his own ability. Then 
he went on his journey. The man who had received the five 
talents went at once and put his money to work and gained 
five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two 
more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, 
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

“After a long time the master of those servants returned 
and settled accounts with them. The man who had received 
the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’
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“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’

“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he 
said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained 
two more.’

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’

“Then the man who had received the one talent came. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting 
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you 
knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where 
I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 
would have received it back with interest.

“‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has 
the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, 
and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

THE TRUSTWORTHY SERVANT
Luke 16:10–13

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 
trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little 
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will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you 
with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with 
someone else’s property, who will give you property of your 
own? 

“No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

AN INHERITANCE THAT LASTS
1 Peter 1:3–7

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade—kept 
in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time.

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while 
you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These 
have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved 
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed.”
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